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vinetti, Mainardi, Ghirlandajo himself, and his brother; of
the bankers Sassetti and Ridolfi; of the members of the
Tornabuoni family; of the reigning Florentine beauty of
the day, Giovanna degli Albizzi, who in 1486 married Lo-
renzo Tornabuoni; of the well-known dealer in arms and
armour, Niccolo Caparra; and others. Again in his frescoes
in the church of Santa Trinita we have portraits of Maso
degli Albizzi, Palla Strozzi, Agnolo Acciajuoli, and of Lo-
renzo himself. And in the church of Ognissanti, in his fresco of
the Vespucci family he has given us a portrait (painted about
1474) of Amerigo Vespucci, who gave his name to America.
Ghirlandajo's best picture is the Adoration of the Shepherds,
painted for the Sassetti chapel in Santa Trinita, and now in
the Accademia delle Belle Arti.53 Ghirlandajo died in 1494,
and is buried in Santa Maria Novella.

In Lorenzo's time the four principal villas possessed by the
Medici were the villa of Careggi, the Medici Villa at Fiesole,
the villa of Cafaggiolo 54 in the valley of the IN/lugello, orig-
inally built by Cosimo and largely added to by Lorenzo, and
the villa at Poggio a Caiano, about twelve miles to the
north-west of Florence, built by Lorenzo.

Lorenzo only lived for two months after effecting the
reconciliation between the King of Naples and the Pope.
He had for years suffered (like his father and grandfather)
from gout, and all through the year 1491 his health was rap-
idly failing. In consequence he had- begun to entrust part of
the public affairs, to his eldest son, Pietro. In giving the latter
advice regarding his future conduct as head of the State,
Lorenzo specially warned him never to forget that his posi-
tion was simply that of a citizen of Florence, telling him
that his own success had been mainly due to his uniform care
on this point.

In February 1492 Lorenzo's attacks became so severe